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D uring the downside oi 
>the lten’b. when 1 was 
Wiling Harnparts. I found 
CIA susceptible to the 
journalistic meiaphor of 
Draino rim amuk — it 
seemed most everywhere 
i outside the kitchen sink of 
intelligence where K be- 
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‘ 'flioee were the year* be- 
f • r « muckraking became 
trendy , and for a heady time 
ftiimparU had the field al- 
most to Itself in exposing the 
|nif’s domestic dirty tricks. 

That made for a journalistic 
plan which gained 
Ramparts many scoops of 
the day but exposed ns to oc- 
casional overdoses rrf para- 
noia. Of no case wa$ this 
more true than the enigmat- 
ic matter of One Joel David 
tKapfon, a story which 
) proved so btarre ami elu 
fjivo that even. Ramparts did 
i not ditre to go to press with 
11/ 

Tlie story came to the at- 
lenti on of Bill Turner, then a . 
lUmparts senior editor, in 
1906. Turner was the head of 
the magazine*! “spook 
desk/* an assignment which 

been a Special Agent oi the 
FBI for ton years before 
turning investigative rejiort- 
eir* the spook desk** tried 
to. ebet the genuine articles 
from those which might be 
phonies or plants in the flood 
of crankish manuscript? — 

,thg subject matter of which 
stood their authors little 
chance oi publication in die 
mure conventional press 
tyhiph each week overflow ed 
T^ndflpart^ edit >tiu! -»‘*u * * 
ofrBroadway s topless sb 1 " 

A waiter in un hud 

Written claim: • 
about startling w he 

CIA to the purlin* - - 
Kcmirumt d Joel Kaplan 
Amencun irilhoruirn with* 
history of aitirieur -unruu- 



10 -Sm ' it-- * *a‘rfhr(>ak 



’Five years on 
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out in the coid' 

nhig. tvho was servinK ;, 21! 
year sentence for taunt*: in 
a Mexico City joii 
We had learned to check 
out even the craziest storie 
involving the CIA. tie 
waiter was sought out t v 
Turner and Sol Stern, anoth- 
er Ramparts editor who h;w 
written our expose of the 
CIA’s Infiltration of Amen 
can student groups. The w * : 
ter was at first effusive Hi 
then became hostile ri tr. i 
ally abusive,. Oc ..-using, th.' 
two journalists of being CIA 
agents trying In sap his vi : 
juices. 

Bulv.3Q.ni6 of the lead" the 
screaming waiter had sug- 
gested checked out. and dove 
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tailed with an independent 
In .-stfgatlon Ramparts was 
then mounting into the com- 
plicated affairs of Joel Ka- 
plan's uncle, the remaned 

financier J. M. Kaptau . 
capitalistic buccaneer <> i ( 
old school a Caribbean mo 
lnsst % 5» baron and ; u *>• r a* 
ic 1 ‘ rty sugar *k« i : • 

jr.!0 inMilnn nnuj 
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*n i*o devpf-r tit 
pin.- famil. • 
former employe-' * 

Kan lan wH L td no -• • 
for his old boss had ret i*' 
approached »<s in the course 
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folk hero, the world h firs! 
4 Hellifugitive.’* Most press 
accounts culled the airborne 
escape ‘CIA engineered.” 

I telephoned Turner. He* 1 
has no fun like two writ m s 
who have out in five years 
on a tt ory and suddenly find 
themselves out in the cold. 
We prevailed on Kaplan’s 
sister Judy, and on his attor- 
ney, Vasilios Chou! os, to lei 
us visit him — wherever lie 
was Two weeks after Ka- 
p 1 a u s dramatic escape, 
while scores of other report- 
ers thundered by fruitlessly 
in journalistic oossee. Tur 
i rHh * 

♦ hi* WH* * ' 
hideout. 

A Shy Man 

I found him a shy, thin 
man of Napoleon height, giv- 
en to downcast glances and 
furtive half smiles. He was 
still dressed i n the 
Mcxicao-issue gaberdine 
trousers and v-necked 
white t-shirt which had been 
Ids wardrobe during almost 
ten years in Mexican pri- 
sons. A ring of hippie love 
beads hung around his neck. 
He was not the type to give 
out the time of day without 
close cross examination, but 
after ten hours of conversa- 
tion and several bottles of # 
.Tack Daniels he agreed . to 
tell us his atory. 

Tliat made for another 
’OFipUi alWt J** * fe* 
/ouflTTis before Kaputu fifcw 

also, run aground on lit* 
publishing shoals. Tiuner 
and I found ourselves in the 
checkmated position o f 
being the two journalists in 
the country who could tell 
the story of the man who 
had made the most sensa- 
tional jailbreak of the centu- 
ry — and we had no maga- 
zine to tell it in. We ulti- 
mately piggy backed o n 



for which we added a third 
writer Eliot Asinof. to our 
team. It took ♦he three of us 
another year of investigation 
to separate the wheat of fact 
i* uni the chaff of lies and il- 
lusions 

1m* publisher titled the 
book “T! i? Ten Second Jail- 
break,’* which reflects the 
exciting escape story that is 
told therein. But for all the 
•inherent analogies to the 
modern novels of espionage, 
it was Melvin Belli, one of 
Kaplan’s attorneys, who I 
think best capsulized the Ka- 
plan sa*« with * different 

>1 f 
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‘Two Flew Over the Cuc- 
koo’s Nest.’ ” 



